THE STANDARD POODLE CLUB
Revised in AGM 11th July 2021
RULES
1. Name and Objectives.

1. The Club shall be called the Standard Poodle Club.
1. The objectives of the Standard Poodle Club shall be:
a)  To encourage the caring and responsible breeding, ownership and exhibition of Standard Poodles by:
· Promoting its own shows.
· Supporting other Canine Societies which offer classification for the variety at their shows.
· Offering special prizes to encourage entries at the shows under (i) and (ii) above.
· Submit a list of judges annually to the Kennel Club, this list to be that of the Poodle Council and to be available to Societies on request to indicate the person the Club would support at different levels of judging.
· Gathering and disseminating information, supporting research and other activities to promote the eradication of hereditary diseases in the breed.
b)  To provide a Rescue Service for the Breed.
3)  The object of the Club is for the benefit of its members and is not to be classed for any reason as trading business. All profits and income from any source or activity of the Club is solely for the benefit of, and the further education of its members in respect of breeding, training, rearing, showing, judging and all aspects of Standard Poodles.

2. Sphere of Activity
1. The Club’s sphere of activity shall embrace the whole of the United Kingdom.
1. It’s sphere of activity shall be divided into suitable regions each to be represented on the Committee by an Area Representative who shall reside in the area and be responsible under the Committee for coordinating any Standard Poodle rescue activity and furthering the objects of the Club in his/her area.
1. The areas shall be:- 
1. METROPOLITAN (Bucks, Berks, Herts, Oxfordshire, Greater London, Surrey.)
2. MIDLANDS (Derbyshire, Leics, Northants, Notts, Herefordshire, Salop, Staffs, Warwickshire, West Midlands, Worcs).
3. SOUTH (Ch. Isles, Dorset, Hants, IOW, Kent, Sussex, Wilts).
4.SOUTHWEST (Avon, Cornwall, Devon, Dyfed, Glamorgan, Gwent, Powys, Somerset)
5.NORTH WEST (Cheshire, Greater Manchester, Cumbria, Lancashire, North Wales.)
6.EAST ANGLIA (Beds, Cambs, Essex, Lincs, Norfolk, Suffolk)
7.NORTH EAST (Cleveland, Durham, Humberside, Tyne & Wear, Northumbria, Yorkshire)
8. NORTHERN IRELAND & ISLE OF MAN
9.SCOTLAND
3. The Committee
1. The Officers of the Club shall be the President, Chairman, Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer, all of whom shall be fully paid up members of the Club.
1. The Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer are ex-officio members of the Club committee. The President may attend but shall not vote at Committee meetings.
1. Patron/s, Vice President/s and Life Members may be nominated and elected by Club members as non ex-officio Officers of the Club on an annual basis. 
1. All Officers and Committee Members of the Club shall be elected by the Club Membership annually and retire at the next Annual General Meeting, but shall be eligible for re-nomination and re-election.
1. The management of the Club shall be in the hands of the Committee which shall consist of  its Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer together with the Area  Representatives and 5 other full members of the Club.
1. At the first full meeting of the new Committee, the Committee should appoint a Rescue Co-Ordinator, Welfare
      C0-ordinator and any other position(s) they consider to be needed.  These posts are on a strictly annual basis.
7)All Candidates for the Committee, their nominees and seconders shall have been fully paid up members of The Standard Poodle Club for at least two years.
8) The Committee shall have the power to co-opt Club Members on to the Committee in the event of a position becoming vacant between General Meetings and in special circumstances up to a maximum of three other members may be co-opted. Those co-opted shall only hold office until the next General Meeting of the Club at which an election of Officers and Committee takes place.
9) All members of the Committee shall be elected by the Club Membership annually and retire at the next Annual General Meeting, but shall be eligible for re-nomination and re-election.
10) No person whilst an undischarged bankrupt may serve on the Committee or hold any other office or appointment within a Kennel Club registered society.
11) Seven Members shall constitute a quorum.
12) At Committee Meetings, the Chairman shall have the casting vote in the event of there being a tie in a vote taken amongst attending committee members.
13) The Committee may elect a Vice Chairman from amongst its Members as and when required who shall act as Chairman at Committee Meetings in the absence of the elected Chairman.
14) Except for exceptional circumstances a Committee Meeting will be called only by either the Hon. Sec or Chairman.
4. Members
1. Candidates for membership of the Club shall be proposed by 2 existing fully paid up members and vetted by the Committee at the first available committee meeting after payment of the appropriate subscription. In particular, no applicant who has been convicted of an offence with respect to cruelty to animals shall be accepted as a member.
1. Single Membership, Joint Membership and Junior Membership (for persons between the age of 8 and 18) shall be available. Members under the age of 18 shall not have voting rights.
1. A list of members and their addresses shall be made available for inspection, if so requested, by the Kennel Club 
1. No Officer or member of the Club shall incur any liability, financial or otherwise, in the name of the Club other   than current or routine expenses without the authority of the Committee.
1. All fully paid up members (including Joint Members as individuals) shall each have one vote on all matters put before general meetings and in elections.
1. Members shall be expected to adhere to the Club’s Code of Ethics.


5. Election of Committee
1. The annual election of Officers and Committee members, named in Rule 3, shall be by secret ballot conducted by an independent scrutineer who shall be approved by the Committee.
1. Only fully paid up members on the preceding 31st day of December shall be entitled to nominate and vote in the election of Officers and committee. Subject to this proviso, members may nominate and vote for any seat on the Committee except those reserved for Area Representative, for which only members residing in that area may nominate.  Any vote for Area Representatives will be subject to the normal election rules of the Club.
1. Nominations for the positions of Officers and members of the club committee shall be called for when notice of convening the Annual General Meeting is given, in
      accordance with Rule 6.2. Candidates shall be nominated and seconded by fully paid up members and sent to the Hon. Secretary one month before the Annual General Meeting. Voting Papers shall be distributed with the agenda 21 days before the Annual 
      General Meeting. The results of the ballot shall be announced at the Annual General Meeting.
4)  No member of the Club who is already an Officer of another Breed Club may be nominated for a position as an Officer of the Standard Poodle Club.
6. General Club Meetings.
1. All persons attending a General Meeting must be fully paid up members for the current year.
1. Notices convening a General Meeting of the Club shall be posted or published at least 2 months before the proposed date of the meeting. Items for the agenda shall be due to the Hon. Secretary one month before such a meeting.
1. The agenda shall be circulated to members 21 days before the meeting.
1. All Items for the Agenda must be sent by post or email to the Secretary. If a member putting an item forward for the agenda is unable to re present at AGM they may nominate another member who has been briefed by them to present the item to the meeting.
1. A Special General Meeting shall be summoned by the Hon. Secretary if 25 members send a signed requisition stating the subject to be discussed. No matte other than those appearing on the agenda shall be discussed at a Special General Meeting.
4. The chair at all General Meetings shall be offered to the President. In the event of the president declining, the         chair shall be taken by the Chairman. In the event of  neither being available a Chairman for the meeting shall be elected by the  members present at the meeting.                                                                        
7. Annual General Meeting
1. Wherever feasible the Annual General Meeting shall be held in March each year notification shall be in accordance with Rule 6.2
1. It’s purpose shall be to receive the Chairman’s report, the Hon. Treasurer's report and Balance Sheet, a report on the Rescue Service , to approve the appointment of auditors, to announce the results of the annual election of Officers and Committee and to discuss any resolutions duly placed on the agenda of which prior notice, in accordance with Rule 6.2, has been given to the Hon. Secretary.
1. No business shall be transacted at an Annual General Meeting unless notice thereof appears in the agenda, with the exception of routine matters which in the opinion of the Chairman of the meeting are urgent.
1. The Annual General Meeting shall be chaired in accordance with Rule 6.4
8. Club Rules.
The Rules of the Club shall only be altered at a General Meeting. Any alteration of the rules shall not be brought into force until the Kennel Club has been advised and given its approval of the alteration.
9. Club Financial Accounts.
1. A bank account shall be opened in the name of the Club into which all revenue of the Society shall be paid and from which withdrawals shall be made on the signature of two out of three signatories, approved by the Committee, none of whom shall be living at the same address, but one of whom shall be the Hon. Treasurer. 
1. The accounts shall be kept by the Hon. Treasurer, and one or more auditors shall be appointed to audit the Club’s accounts before the Annual General Meeting.
1. The financial year of the Club shall begin on 1st January and end on the   31st December.
10. Subscriptions
1. The amount of any joining fee and of the annual subscription for the ensuing year and the terms of Joint and Junior Membership shall be determined at the Annual General Meeting after consideration of the Committee’s recommendations which shall be published in the official notice convening the meeting.
1. Annual Subscriptions shall be due before 31st January each year.
1. No person whose subscription is unpaid one month after it has become due shall be entitled to any of the privileges of membership and the Committee shall have the power to delete his/her name from the list of members after giving the member one months notice of such action.
11. Club Property
1. The property of the Club shall be vested in the Committee and in the event of the Club ceasing to exist, a General Meeting shall be called to decide the disposal of the assets of the Club.
1. No offer of a challenge cup or trophy shall be accepted except on the clear understanding that it becomes the property of the Club, unless the donor makes any condition to the contrary, in which case the terms shall be agreed between the donor and the Committee in writing. 
12. Expulsion of Members.
1. Any member who shall be suspended by Kennel Club Rule A42j(4) and/or any member whose dog(s) is/are disqualified under Kennel Club Rule 42j(8) shall, ipso facto cease to be a member of the Club for the duration of the suspension and/or disqualification.
1. If the conduct of any member shall, in the opinion of the committee of the Society, be injurious to the character or interest of the Society, the committee of the Society may, at a meeting, the notice convening which includes as an objective the consideration of the conduct of a member, determine that a Special General Meeting shall be called for the purpose of passing a resolution to expel him/her.
1. Notice of the Special General Meeting shall be sent to the accused member, giving particulars of the complaint and advising the place, date and hours of the meeting that he/she may attend and offer an explanation. If at that meeting, a resolution to expel is passed by a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting, his/her name shall be forthwith erased from the list of members, and he/she shall thereupon cease for all purposes to be a member of the society, except that he/she may, within two calendar months from the date of the meeting, appeal to the Kennel Club upon and subject to, such conditions as the Kennel Club may impose.                                                                   
13. Annual Returns to the Kennel Club.
1. The Officers acknowledge that during the month of January each year, Maintenance of the Title fee will be forwarded to the Kennel Club by the Secretary for continuance of registration, and that by the 31st July each year, other returns, as stipulated in Kennel Club Regulations for the Registration and Maintenance of Title of Registered Societies, Branches of Societies and Breed Councils and the affiliation of Agricultural Societies and Municipal Authorities, will be forwarded to the Kennel Club.
1. The Officers also acknowledge their duty to inform the Kennel Club of the month in which the Society’s Annual General Meeting is held and to notify the Kennel Club of any subsequent amendments to that date.
14. Final Court of Appeal
1. The Kennel Club shall be the final court of appeal in all matters under    dispute.
2)   The Club shall not join any federation or Society of Clubs. 
15. Code Of Ethics
The Standard Poodle Club shall have a Code of Ethics. All Members shall agree to abide by the Code of Ethics as agreed at that time.
16. The Standard Poodle Club Rescue Service.
The Standard Poodle Club shall provide a Standard Poodle Rescue Service. The Standard Poodle Rescue Service is affiliated to and responsible to the Standard Poodle Club. Its organization and management is vested in the hands of the Officers and Committee of the Club.
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